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Build Back Better: Strategic approach to post-disaster reconstruction as an

opportunity for development
Abdolmajid Khorshidian, PhD Candidate

ABSTRACT

Background and objective: One of the strategies of post-disaster recovery programs is taking advantage of the opportunity
to enhance the community physical, social, economic and environmental resiliency. This strategy is known as the concept of
“Build Back Better” after the Indian Ocean tsunami in 2004 and refers to the need to improve conditions of affected communi-
ties in the recovery process.

Method: This study aims to build a practical framework for the concept of “build back better” after disaster through reviewing
researches pertinent to analyzing concepts of recovery, vulnerability and resiliency. Therefore, it reviews the existing guidelines
in related studies for extraction and classification of the “BBB” principles. The In this study the library studies were used as a
research tolls and the thematic analysis was used as a method of analysis.

Findings: Through analyzing the existing guidelines, nine principles on the concept of “build back better” were extracted and
classified in the form of three main categories of risk reduction, community recovery and implementation. These derived
principles and categories can be used in formulation of a comprehensive framework for “build back better” in order to provide
solutions for complex situations after disasters toward resilience reconstruction.

Conclusion: This study investigated the existing guidelines in the field of “BBB” and tried to create a comprehensive framework
through the integration of existing comments and create commonalities between them. This framework includes 3 categories
and 9 sub-categories. Main categories are risk reduction, community recovery, and implementation; sub-categories include risk
assessment for future disasters and increasing preparedness, enhancing the building codes and construction technology, land use
planning, community consultation and public participation, social recovery, economic recovery, organizational design, legal con-
sideration, management of knowledge and resources. Finally it is emphasized that due to different circumstances of communities,
implementing the above-mentioned principles is facing with limitations such as affordability, time constraints, and local traditions.
Therefore, in order to make these principles possible, coping solutions and minimizing obstacles should be examined.
Keywords: Build Back Better, Vulnerability, Recovery, Development, Resiliency

P> Citation (APA 6th ed.): Khorshidian A (2015, Fall). Build Back Better: Strategic approach to post-disaster reconstruction as an opportunity for
development. Disaster Prevention and Management Knowledge Quarterly (DPMK), 5(3), 221- 236 .
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3. Mileti, 1999
4. Preparedness
5. Response

6. Recovery

7. Mitigation
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1. Build Back Better (BBB)
2. Resiliency
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7. Lewis, 1999 cited in Joakim, 2011: 11
8. McEntire, 2000
9. Invulnerable Development

Ol Co e o T ol B same 3 0358 00 aral> Dote
5o i s oS s Jb olls (sl ol als
YN S ey Jaa) il oo amli slas 51 e

el IS8 ¢ 1) S5kl & Sl s 5 (S
TOVAVY) 0l 55 5 b andlan s o )5 asdlas 5,50 e
Colt (anlole BB mlad G155k o) wizes o asbi
Slaludl sy 5 gy andllas -1 (P. XXVi)".\..:l:’L;o e e 9
Sy 5 Sl s 550 ) Sz ale ¥ s g5lasl s Sk
S a0 6l | (f‘}“ St 5 Ja (T)f‘)&:i BEE ST
Lo o ol ST230 s J5 iz o ¥ 4 1 S35k
TSl 5 3lesl phaie Y T o - (gl sl ahaio -
(xxvii o) el g larw s g3lsbis, s -F

(SsL &S Sl hisls o ole T(VAAG) 01,5 5 ol
330l i 55352 S 0l (65 0310 sl gy (] 3
i DU T (Vo) il S wlgad el S
o) > S Slidns 563 s | lsm ol e S5k
5 ol L i onls 151 S5k O szl des ‘Cs\},ﬂ Sl
o S 5wy oo 518 5l 50 1, VAYY L s ol s
SUs S S o Sl | ezl (Ss5k b e (s3]
GalS s sl (1l 5 (s SR 2 0150 5 s el
Lol 8 eme S5k 2 l5l 5 oo

Moo A0 5 AY o wns s il Olallle iy |
735 2 S G & G150 an) b s 5 51 Dlidos gl g
el 228 st 4 b 2l bl Jals o Sl asil S
sl slizel (V499) (thoo sl o ST il 2l 55 5y

2 K SB alhie w il Oy pile o SE T
iy A o e S 2 (Sl Copies (g ot
ol S ity 35 n KB 5 pslbe Sl 5 Dolge] i
o lei slag s G 5 ennS o AS 5K 0 ST i
der sl S e Colgd g2 s failed s = e 0 Lo/ i

1. Environment Canada [EC], 2011

2. Hass, et al. 1977

3. Restoration

4. Replacement Reconstruction Period

5. Betterment and Developmental Reconstruction Period
6. Rubin, Saperstein, & Barbee, 1985
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1. Villagran, 2006

2. Susceptibility

3. Limitations

4. Incapacities

5. Deficiencies

6. Resistance

7. Coping Capacity

8. Birkmann, 2007

9. Wisner, Blaikie, Cannon, & Davis, 2004
10. Cannon, Twigg, & Rowell, 2003
11. Marginalization
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1. Cannon, et al, 2003
2. Winser, et al. 2004; Cannon, et al. 2003

3. United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction
[UNISDR], 2009

4. Rights and Power
5. Pressure And Release model (PAR)
6. Access model
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7. Mileti, 1999

8. Berke, 1993

9. Jordan, et al. 2011

10. Capacity

11. Inherent Resiliency

12. Adaptive Resiliency

13. Paton & Johnson, 2006

14. Cutter, Burton, & Emrich, 2010
15. Capacity
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1. Winser & Luce, 1993; Winser, et al. 2004
2. Resilient disaster recovery
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